
 

I want to introduce you to Minh and Brigette.  Recently, 
Minh bowed his head in my office and gave his life to Jesus 
Christ.  I love some of the words he prayed, "Jesus, will you 
be my Savior?  I want to follow you with my life and obey 
your teachings.  Help me to be a warrior for you". 
Minh was a raised as a Buddhist in Vietnam and then moved 
with his family to Southern California about 15 years ago.  In 
his own words, he said that he's been on a journey since col-
lege to find a relationship with God. And now, he finally has 
one. 
He is overflowing with questions about his walk with God 
and even the Bible.  Questions like: "What's the difference in 
the Old Testament and New Testament?  Who wrote the 
Bible?  Who was Moses?"  I'm excited to know that we have 
the opportunity to come alongside him and help answer 
some of those questions as He begins his journey with Jesus. 

FROM BUDDHADIST TO JESUS FOLLOWER  

2 Years of Planting 
I wanted to take just a second and tell you the other side of Minh's salvation story. Sometimes we only focus on the moment 
someone crosses over from unbelief to faith.  We talk a lot about the harvest and speak very little about the planting.  But, 
without planting, the harvest would not be possible.  
For the past 2 years, Minh and his fiancee, Brigette, have been mentored by a local couple here in Irvine.  The mentoring rela-
tionship started initially because of business.  Minh became connected with a man named, Kevin, who was very successful in 
his line of work. Soon thereafter, Kevin began to teach Minh what he knew about becoming a successful businessman.  As 
their relationship continued, Minh and Brigette noticed that Kevin his wife had a very loving and respectful relationship with 
one another.  After noticing this relationship, Minh asked Kevin if he would mentor them in relationships and in life. 

First Service in 22 Weeks 

Grace City Church met together in person for the 
first time in 22 weeks on August 2! We met in a 
different location.  We met at a different time. We 
met in a different way. But, we were able to meet 
together.  

As some of you know, we've been trying to find a 
location to meet for the past few months. And when 
I say “location,” I mean a patch of grass. . . a 
parking lot. . . anything. We were repeatedly denied 
by local parks and the school district...until August 2 

We saw 92 people in attendance for this first in-
person service. 4 brand new families attended. 
Hundreds of people walked by as we met. Some 
stopped to listen for a few moments, others took pictures, and a few sat down to enjoy the entire service. 

"God is Pursuing You" 
As we were packing up our equipment, I engaged in a conversation with a family that was taking an 
evening walk. I had met them a few nights earlier when we were doing a practice run for our service. 
They planned on coming back to be a part of the outdoor worship but had gotten confused on the time. 
The family of 4; Shaunli (Father), Min (Mother), and their two boys, Charles and Arthur, is from China. 
 They are here on a 6 month visa but have not been allowed to return to China due to some travel 
restrictions. 

As we talked, Min mentioned that she had only been to church once in her life and that was as 
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Multiplied Investment

When you invest in starting new churches, your initial investment is multiplied over and
over again. And that is exactly what’s happening at Grace City Church. Many of you have
faithfully supported our efforts here in Irvine and we say “Thank You” for that. And I want you
to know that your investment is being multiplied by God. Here are a few examples of how your 
giving has been multiplied this month.

A Call to Ministry

This is Jay. Jay is originally from Africa.
His life is one long amazing story. Before he
came to Grace City, as he said in his own words 
he “was tired of church”. But, God has changed
Jay’s mind about church. He has served joyfully 
in our children’s ministry and our setup team 
over this past year.

Recently, I had coffee with Jay. During
our meeting, he told me that he felt God was 
calling him into the ministry and that he’s 
decided to enroll in Liberty University to pursue a
Master’s Degree.

KIMBRELL NEWSLETTER  -  September 2020



In Christ, 

Stephen Kimbrell
252-670-3079
24 Prosa, Irvine, CA 92620

• Prayer Requests
• A permanent church facility.
• Making disciples.

• Donation Requests
• ***Praise God for the donation of 2 quiet Honda generators that enable us to host

our outdoor services.

Donations can be made at gracecityirvine.com/
give or by mailing to:

FWB North American Ministries
P.O. Box 5002
Antioch, TN 37011

How You Can Help

a small child. She had been invited several 
times with others but had never attended 
again.  I felt impressed to tell her that God 
was pursuing her.  I told her that I didn’t 
think it was by mistake that people were 
inviting her to church and nor was it by 
chance that our paths had crossed. She 
responded by saying “I think you may be 
right.” 

"I never knew God had a 
plan for my boys." 
Shaun, Min, Charles, and Arthur have now 
attended 3 outdoor church services. In one 
service, I spoke about Moses and how 
God had a plan for his life in spite of his 
imperfections. After the service, I was 
talking to Min and Shaunli when Min said “I learned something 
today.  I learned that God has a plan for my 2 sons.  I never knew 
that.  But you said that God knew their names before they were 
ever born and that he has a purpose for them, right?” This seems 
like such a common thought to many of us, but to someone who has 
never heard the Gospel, it is mind-boggling!  The God of the universe 
knows us, cares for us, and has a plan for us. 

Since this conversation, I've continued to have other conversations 
with Shaunli and Min. God is definitely working in their hearts and they 
are open to the Gospel.  Please be praying for them and many others 
like them in our community who truly have never heard the good 
news.
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